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Dedication

All thanks and praise is due to Allah.

We seek I lis help and forgiveness, and we seek refuge in Allah 
from the evil within ourselves and the consequences of our evil 
deeds.

Whoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allah 
leads astray will never find guidance.

I bear witness that there is no God but Allah, alone without any 
partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him) is I lis servant and I lis Messenger.

Allah Almighty said, “O you who have faith, fear Allah as it is I lis 
right to be feared and do not die except as Muslims” (3:102)

And Allah Almighty said, “O people, fear your lx>rd, who 
created you from one soul and created from it its mate and 
dispersed from both of them many men and women. Pear Allah, 
through whom you ask one another and maintain family ties. 
Verily, Allah is ever watching over you.” (4:1)

And Allah Almighty said. “O you who have faith, fear Allah and 
speak upright words. I le will correct your deeds and forgive your 
sins.

Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has won a tremendous



victory"(33:70 71)

Verily, the most truthful speech is the B<x>k of Allah, the best 
guidance is the guidance of Muhammad (peace and blessings be 
up »n him), and the w<•rst of affairs arc newly invented matters.

Every newly invented matter is a religious innovation, and every 
religious innovation is misguidance, and cverv misguidance is in 
the Hellfire.

Its another call to prepare for the blessed month of Ramadan. 
I'm sure we all agree that there can never be enough of them.

I started journaling my thoughts four years ago when annual 
Ramadan SMSes just weren’t enough to convey my full 
experiences to my loved ones of this blessed month. They were 
words in long chat messages.

I think it was in my 2nd year, Sister Shakccrah (You know You), 
chatted with me and asked that I make this more widely available 
to bolster more people on their Ramadan journeys and 
experiences. 1 ruminated with the idea but buried it. It never 
really left sis. Allahu Akbar.

Events then began to unfold.Mamana (big smile), asked that I 
begin a blog to gather all my scattered words on paper. The very 
first lines arc on the pages before you. Thank you, sis.

4 years later. Sis Mutiah (Yup, You) introduced me to quite 
honestly, the brutal push l>chind this Journal, The ‘Prince’ (I hail. 
Your highness), and here we are.

That’s how. Now the why.

For Allah. And then For You.

To seek Allah's pleasure, with the hope that sharing my faith 

journey more widely than my comfort zone, will earn Mis 

Barakah, bi’ithnillah.

And for You, that my journey may inspire you to pen down your 
feelings and experiences of the best month of the year. Pace, 

Plan, Perfect and Progress. The only things guiding you being the 

very things you exist for.. .Ibaadah and obedience.

So take these pages, these words, and find one more way to 
SOAR and earn I I is pleasure.

Please spare me a prayer, that the One who owns us all is pleased 
with my intention, these verses and this effort.

May we have the very best Ramadan yet. Amin

May we have homes injannah together. Amin.

Bismillah.

Bint Ibrahim.
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my heart wavers,
caught up in the moments, in life; 

the entertainment of people, 
the happy smiles of family, 
the temptations of focxl, 
the distractions of those 
who anger and annoy

my heart wavers, 
i recite the quran, 
but i am struggling 
to place its meanings, 
i recite on, 
telling my mind, 
to focus itself

my heart wavers, 
i pray tahajjud 
but i can barely 
keep myself in sujud 
long enough to reap 
its gracious benefit 
and feel my Lord

my heart wavers, 
i make salat, 
but my eyes close 
in extreme tiredness 
each time, anil my portions 
of dhikr arc swept away 
in groggincss and uncertainty

what is happening to me?

i want to lose
this sleepiness, 
that seeks to prey’ 
on my wavering heart;

i want to remember death.
and cry to my Rabb.

i don’t want to rush over admonitions
on my phone or media outlets,

i want to reach out, 
and find that spirituality 
that defines the mumeen
i don’t want to just be a muslim, 
make me a mumeenaat.

ya Allah.
find me. forgive me.
make me the *abd that i know i can be, 
the *abd i want to be, 
my heart yearns,
make me whole again before you call me, 
have mercy on me ya Rahman, amin

thank you, o I .ord,
for giving me this reprieve,
resetting me on the path
to restart again
helping me hold on
hv my molars, 
thank you. o Ixird.
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so a r6
fear, my dear,
is the greatest act 
of bravery; 
surely!

so, it’s okay to be 
unprepared, for that's rhe 
first sign of being ready.

starting is half the battle, 
and no matter how you start, 
make dua to have the best of endings!

remember, actions arc judged, 
according to intention;

so, start with the best of intentions, 
and all will lx- well with your actions.

and whilst the journey goes on, 
be grateful, tor everything, 
nothing is insignificant;
be grateful, for being,
be grateful, especially 
for being gifted 
this beautiful deen!
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Hadith 10 soar

The I .abourer

Narrated by Al-Bara* I bn 'Aazib

"It was the custom among the companions of Muhammad 
® that if any of them was fasting and food was presented (with 
which to break his fast), but he slept before eating (the food), he 
would not eat that night and the following day till (the next) 
sunset.

Qais bin Sirma Al-Ansari was fasting, and came to his wife at the 
time of Iftar (time for breaking one's fast) and asked her, if she 
had anything for him to cat. She replied: 'No, but I will go and 
bring some for you.

'He was engaged in hard labour during the day, so he was 
overwhelmed by sleep anti slept. When his wife returned (with 
food) and saw him, she said: ‘(What a) disappointment for you.’

When it was midday on the following day, he fainted and the 
Prophet (^ was informed about the whole matter, and the 
following verses were revealed:

‘You arc permitted to go to your wives (for intimacy) during the 
night of fasting. So, they (the companions) were overjoyed 
by it.

Then Allaah also revealed (in the same verse) 'And eat and drink 
(from sunset) until the white thread of dawn appears to you, 
distinct from the black thread (of the night).'

— Qur'an: Suurah Al-Baqarah Vs. 187.

Compiled by Al-Bukhari; Book 3,139.



Ahad

for the dream chasers, 
the mares arc over, 
the opportunity is here 
once again, to align 
your dreams 
to the everlasting goals 
of the akhirah

use your falls, 
as stepping stones;

use them, as a reminder 
of your true purpose 
in this dream called life;

use them,
so that you wake strong

for every one, 
there’s an unseen supporter; 
cheering relentlessly on.

brave on, 
ramadan calls, 
to Allah, for Allah;

it begins!
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Ithnain

never give up 
on vour da’wah*
you just never know;

just maybe, this time, 
that little extra push 
will make it happen, 
keep at it.

never give up on people, 
keep an open mind;
and though it may hurt, 
be healed knowing that 
our duty is to remind, 
and it is Allah’s duty to guide; 
be healed and guided.

the reward for striving awaits, 
and insha Allah, a conscious 
growing mind will be born, 
and the pains from the hurt 
will be healed and forgotten, 
by Allah’s grace.

never deter of His mercy!
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Thalatha

oh, believer, 
do not despair 
as your ibaadah fluctuates:

alhamdulillah,
for the times you completed 
more than you had planned 
alhamdulillah.

and as for the times
you didn’t complete
as much as you had planned, 
be fulfilled knowing that 
you performed
what was written for you - keep at it.

may we not be denied the blessings, amin.
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Arba’a

clean clothes, 
clean character, 
and a smile, helps 
in making a man, 
and a morning;
clean within, it purifies 
the outside, always.

the best of us are those 
with the best akhlaaq;
let your character speak 
let it speak for you and islam.

wear it,
so that it lights up
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Hamsa

if Allah t<x>k your life today, 
what are the five things 
you will regret the most?

if on your list,
you have any worries 
about family or friends; 
take them off.

they have no place on your regret list, 
the < )nc who owns all has them in His sight.

i do expect regrets
on obligations to Allah though, 
because deep down,
we know that's what will really count, 
deep down, we know;

how much salaah, 
ibaadah, charity, 
istighfaar we had done 
how much of our sins 
will lx- recorded 
in our book of deeds?

how much?

28

will our souls
be slipped out 
from our bodies, 
or subhannallah, 
pulled out?

will we be happy, 
or will we be sad?

start doing 
something now;

get to it,
address those regrets, 
we are still alive!!

may Allah case our ends, 
and make us not regretful, amin.

turn every action to i’baadah, 
when you sit on your chair to work, 
pick up your phone to interact, 
take a walk down the street, 
close your eyes to sleep, 
dedicate every action to Him,

1 t"and Him alone.
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Sitta

relearn gratitude, 
and be grateful, 
for the things in life 
you are gifted regardless 
of your present state, 
and the things you aren’t gifted, 
regardless of your want for them.

be thankful for thirst!
be thankful for water!
be thankful for the quality of such water! 
be thankful for being able 
to drink the said water!
be thankful, for gratitude 
only increases one.

ya Allah,
may we not 
take for granted 
any of your favours!

may we be willing 
to learn and relearn 
gratitude, and Ik* grateful

verily. You arc time 
as time belongs to You, 
oh Allah!

may our time spent 
here count for us 
and not against us! 
amin.







Saba’a

salaah,
is the first thing 
we will be questioned about 
on the day wc won’t be in control 
of our limbs and her needs;

relearn salaah,

it’s key.

relearn its sunnah, 
and its obligations; 
learn and relearn.

find khushu’,
in the majesty of your Rabb, 
the sustainer of the heavens, 
the earth and all that it holds.

ya ikwaan, 
guard your salat, 
protect it 
with that you have, 
protect it, 
so that the hereafter 
will be bliss.
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Thamaniya

be humble and in awe 
that others trust 
and value your opinion:

be humble and in awe 
that your opinion matters 
to them a great deal: 
be humble and in awe.

may you always use 
taqwa and hikmah 
in the disposing 
of your affairs 
and that of others 
you are privileged 
to have a say in.

the biggest of them being 
our children, 
those amanah of ours;

our responsibility 
in the sight of Allah, 
self, family, friends, 
and the world..

may we be able to insha Allah



0

raise individuals who will know
their place in this duniya, 
and not head off
to places unknown;

may God make it easy for them,
J J

and may He make it easy for us.

may we be able to insha Allah 
raise individuals who will operate 
a value system that is

J

anchored from the start 
with islam as their guide and guard.

may these individuals reap their rewards 
. ^in this world and the next. amin.





Tis’a

this ramadhan, 
encourage the little ones 
to fast; teach them, 
and let them experience 
the beauty it holds.

kindle their enthusiasm, 
and hold their hands.

smile.
if they forget 
and a bite or two 
finds its way to waiting lips.

pamper them 
through their pangs 
of hunger and thirst.

each effort is a triumph, 
celebrate it with them, 
and watch as they grow 
in piety, perseverance, 
purity and purpose; 
celebrate it with them, 
and watch them grow.

this ramadhan, 
your precious sprouts 
need your guide, 
hold their hands and
take them along;

4

hold them tight, 
and never let go.
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ashara

relationships arc sacred, 
yes, but we must not put 
another creation on 
the same pedestal 
as the Creator;

reverence belongs to Allah, 
alone

so that when things 
don't go right 
with your relationships, 
literally, everything tails apart;

even our relationship with our Rabb!

rise, my dear,
rise!

place all your relationships 
in Allah’s view.
walk in His guidance, 
and make dua 
for a more rewarding way 
to handle these relationships 
we commit to every day.

make dua,
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to the most Loving, 

to make the relationship 

between you and Him 

be the only relationship 

that mends and breaks you; 

make dua.

protect your relationship with Allah, 

not because of power, fame, 

or a good name; but because 

you know you will account for it 

on the day of standing; do not let 

your attachments here affect the 

outcome of that day.

o muslims,

fear the time

that there will

be no shade

other than the

shade of the
f .f most merciful.
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Ha di th

The Children

Narrated From Ar-Rubi' hint Mu'awwidh. She said:

"The Prophet sent a messenger in the morning of the day of 
'Aashooraa' [10th of Muharram] to the village of the Ansar to 
announce:] 'Whoever has eaten should complete his c ay 
[fasting], and whoever hasn't eaten should fast.' She |Rubi' bint 
Mu'awwidh] said, "Thereafter, we would fast on that day 
[’Aashooraa'] and we would make our children fast. We would 
make toys of wool for them, thus if anyone of them cried for 
food, we would give it (the toy) to him/her. [’Phis would 
continue] till it was the time for breaking of the fast." 

— Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, 1960.
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alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah tor another day!

alhamdullillah for my eyes 
that opened when i woke up 
this morning.

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for the air
that fills my lungs once i 
take a breath.

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for a heart
that jumps at another opportunity* 
to beg for Allah's Mercies.

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!
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alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
j”alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for my hotly 
that is able to stand anti Ixw 
to perform salat.

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah. 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah. 
alhamdullillah for another dav!

alhamdullillah for being able to recite 
the blessed admonition 
of my Rabb.

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for the ftuxl
that nourishes, and 
makes me healthy

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah tor family, 
for their warm hugs, 
smiles anti laughs.

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for the place of work 
that provides for daily sustenance, 
and the allowance to observe iTiaadah

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for responsibilities 
that stay with us through the day 
anti gives us more reasons to be grateful

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for home
and how it holds us 
and shades us
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alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for the car 
ami its stereo, that can Ik 
used to listen to heart softeners

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah. 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullillah for trials.
how the)- stretch us. hut do not break us, 
but make us stronger and grateful

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah, 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah. alhamdullillah. 
alhamdullillah for another day!

alhamdullilah for islam
how beautifies everything 
giving life purpose

alhamdullillah for what we see, 
and what we do not see, alhamdullillah.

alhamdullillah for what we feel, 
and what we do not feel, alhamdullillah.

alhamdullillah for what we know,
and what we are yet to know, alhamdullillah. 

alhamdullillah for everything.

o Turner of hearts,
keep our hearts firm
on Your deen, and make us die as
muslims submitting wholly to you. amin.

o granter of needs,
<£ alhamdullilah, alhamdullillah, 
**Jalhamdullillah for another day!

grant us jannah, and not jahanam 
when we wake in the akhirah. amin.0
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Ithtia ashara

laws arc made to guide, 
made to guide us to the right path;

do not seek an opportunity 
to disobey them, and neither should 
you disobey them because it's the norm; 
truth is different from falsehood;

laws are made to guide.

when man is caught 
breaking the laws made 
by fellow men; he loses face, 
becomes ashamed and starts 
making excuses for his whys; 
knowing they were laws 
he was meant to abide by

this is true of you and i, 
how we break the laws of man;

but for those of the Most High, 
in every sphere of our lives, 
broken, despite our awareness? 
subhanallah!
subhanallah!

i say, first to myself.



2

and then to you, 
abide by the laws 
given to us by the ( )ne 
who created us from nothing, 
sustains us daily, anti 
knows us best

before a day that regrets, 

shame or excuses will not 
suffice as repentance;

before a day that faces 
will be gloomy and weary 
but no one will notice;

before that day, abide today!

and when you fall, 
know that you 
have a 1 x>rd that is
ever gracious and 
most merciful;

A Mseek repentance, 
. 'now...
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Thalatha ashar 6
learning about the deen isn’t an option 
or something wc do by accident, 
neither is it something wc should be 
planning to do at the later part of our lives;

learning about the deen 
is a conscious effort.
now not later.

seek it as you arc, 
and seek the best teachers too;

no compromise! 
not just anyone will do.

learn,
understand, and
then share.

be like a sponge that soaks up water,
be that vessel, that collects, 
and then, transmits.

share your self,
with friends, family,
the ummah, and
the world

may Allaah,
the all knower,
grant us the gift

of beneficial knowledge, 
and make us able 
to impact it on others, 
amin.





.V.V9 Arba’a ahara

our young adults 
arc growing in the decn, 
and they arc being exposed 
to all and everything;

your children will interact with them 
anti they will interact with the world, 
so, why not have a hand in shaping the future?

take an active part 
in engaging these adults 
wherever and whenever you can!

impress on them the guidance 
of this deen, show them that 
this is the supreme success

but first, you must also believe this...

do not restrict this message 
to only those around you; 
go back to your roots, 
your old neighbourhoods, 
those you don’t see often, 
those eager to hear from you, 
and impart!!!
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the act of learning, 
for His sake;
the act of living 
a life of learning, 
for His sake; 
so as to impart, 
and build the ummah

can only be 
rewarded by Allah, 
a great reward bi’ithnillah.

may Allaah
in His infinite mercies 
reward our intentions,

. °S O (i f and actions, to succeed!
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Hams a ashara 3 r

farewells:

when we leave
old pastimes
for new pastures 
and experiences, 
gives us a chance 
to look hack and ask,

what kind of life did i live? 
what kind of life did i leave?
will i be remembered for my worth?
will my deeds be sent forth? 
what am i taking with me? 
who am i going to lx-? 
who am i?

friendships:

truths arc always expressed between friends, 
trusts arc formed with promises, 
not to be broken;

the musk of true friendships 
are a comfort to us here, 
anti in the hereafter.

our friendships and farewells 
must be dictated by faith;
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the connections we create 
are a large part of the parcel 
we will carry on our farewell.

faith, friendship and farewells, may 
our ‘leaving luggage’ be guided by islam!
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Sita Ashara

patience is indeed a virtue,
it’s the hallmark of a muslim:

it is patience that makes great listeners 
hear hidden messages, 
and silent screams;

it is patience,
anti patience alone.

patience is indeed a virtue,
it’s the hallmark of a muslim:

it is patience
that provides the obvious solutions
to an otherwise impossible and tense situation;

patience will do that, 
and much more.

patience is indeed a virtue,
it’s the hallmark of a muslim:

it is patience that pulls us through 
difficult moments, tearful gatherings, 
hysterical outbursts and calculated insults;
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it is patience that does that,

one just has to seek it.

patience is indeed a virtue,

it's the hallmark of a muslim:

it is patience that drives us to our knees 

in obligatory and voluntary needs at all times, 

patience and trust in the decree;

so, be patient, 

it is a virtue.

patience is indeed a virtue, 

it’s the hallmark of a muslim: 

and it is patience that is within 

the one that watches, listens, learns, 

waits, and then acts, not foolishness;

may Allah grant us sabr in our affairs, 
^famin, thuma, amin.
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Saba’a Asahara 6

the need to understand 
and to lx: understood, 
in a world teeming 
with people 
who are 
nothing 
alike:

a father
that’s different 
from his mother;

a mother, 
that’s different 
front her daughter;

to understand anil be understood.

a teacher 
tries, daily, 
to understand 
his students, 
colleagues, 
and boss;

to understand and be understood. As

here, in the market, 
there, a hall full of people, 
a stranger on a trip 
a sick baby, 
anti in the deen, 
views abound, different, 
in every way.

understanding the words 
we have l>ecn commanded with, 
as it contains guidance 
on ways to communicate;

our assumptions 
that one understands, 
or already knows

we need to communicate:
so, let’s take care of this two-way bond; 
understand that the responsibility 
lies with us to make sure that 
our messages are clear, understood, 
clarified, if need be, repeated, 
and receive feedback.

know, 
however, 
that feedback 
may not come 
now,

, in the future, or
I JTeven in this lifetime;
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but, never assume, 
try to understand, 
clarify, repeat, 
diligently, and smile

in all communications; 
all for Allah,

s , rmay He guide our interactions.
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Thaminiya ashara 2

a woman,
accept that i 
am the best gift 
to this entire world.
when pious;

i know this

a fitnah,
to self, and 
to the world.
at large,
when not a muminaat, 
or seeking to be one;

i accept.

i know that 
my best place 
is within the walls 
of my home, a pearl

to be protected, and 
escorted when traveling, 
or in need of one.

my striving in births, and 
that of raising the muslims, 
a door to the heavens.

i am allowed to want more, 
to be more as great nobles 
arc known to be.
i am allowed to l>c me.

but i must take heed
of myamanaas queen 
for all of mankind
as the backbone of the ummah

o sister, 
a fitnah? 
or a pious gift?

choose to strive for the latter, 
no complaints, no questions;

after all. a great reward lies 
beneath our feet, imagine

the chaos to this ummah
if we arc anything but 
the pious precious gem.

open your eyes! 
embrace your super power!

and receive glad tidings of jannah bi’ithnillah.

may Allaah grant us hikmah. 
sabr, sakinah and a great 

\/hcavcnlv abode for it all.
. Allahu Akbar!!!
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Tis’a Asahara

them,
the miners
the infiltrators,
that can turn an otherwise, 
perfectly planned day 
in a Hash, 
to a newsflash

the sinking dread
the craziness:
discuss!

listening to a lecture, 
and a huge jolt slams 
into the back of your car; 
discuss!

an email in the office, 
discuss, an incoherent madness!

a perfectly planned day 
of ibaadah and spiritual ambience flics, 
and you, not realising it, are lost 
within the turmoil of discussions 
that you hadn’t planned before

and before you know it, 
the day is ending, 
and then, 
it hits you, 
subhannallah!!!
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a lost day?
oarof discussions unknown!
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Hadith 100 soa
The Companions

Narrated Abu Salama. I lc said:

Once I went to Abu- Sa'id Al-Khudri and asked him, "Won't you 
come with us to the date-palm trees to have a talk?" So Abu Said 
went out and I asked him, "Tell me what you heard from the 
Prophet about the Night of Qadr." Abu Said replied, "Once 
Allah's Apostle performed I'tikaf (seclusion) on the first ten days 
of the month of Ramadan and we did the same with him.

(Jabriel came to him and said, "rhe night you are looking for is 
ahead of you.' So the Prophet performed the I'tikaf in the 
middle (second) ten days of the month of Ramadan and we too 
performed I'tikaf with him. Gabriel came to him and said, The 
night which you arc looking for is ahead of you.

‘In the morning of the 20th of Ramadan the Prophet delivered a 
sermon saying, 'Whoever has performed I'tikaf with me should 
continue it. 1 have been shown the Night of "Qadr", but have- 
forgotten its date, but it is in the odd nights of the last ten nights.

I saw in my dream that I was prostrating in mud and water.' In 
those days the roof of the mosque was made of branches of 
date-palm trees. At that time the sky was clear and no cloud was 
visible, but suddenly a cloud came and it rained. The Prophet led 
us in the prayer and 1 saw the traces of mud on the forehead and

on the nose of Allah's Apostle. So it was the confirmation of that 
dream."

Complied by Al -Bukhari, Book 12,777



Ishurun

it’s the last ten 
from tonight; 
no fancy words!

plan, every, hour, now

down to your ambience 
avoid your distracting hangouts 
aim for ten knockouts insha Allah

do not relent
plan 'pick me ups* as well

we are human
the ruiners will come

plan, plan, plan
anti
pray, pray, pray

do not forget the rest 
of the ummah 
or me.

may Allaah grant us 
our hearts desires 
in this world 
anti in the hereafter.
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Wahid \va ishurun s rl 6
it’s all about the ten;
no fancy words!

did you wake up?
ask? make dua?
cry?
how many raka’ats?
how well?

being comfy in your bed 
kept you longer than planned?

a bloated tummy perhaps?
a crying baby? 
or just groggy? 
dropping off? 
snoozing off?

it’s the ten; 
no fancy words!

take all you Icarnctl 
from yesterday, and adjust

planning, makes perfect! 
may we not miss 
the blessed night, and days
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Ithna'in wa ishurun 0
it’s all about the ten; 
no fancy words!

determination is key, 
no one said it was 
going to be easy

even some best-laid plans 
fall flat sometimes

the solution?

never to relent
keep pushing the bar 
maybe two juz today 
let’s make it three tomorrow
push back the hour for the night 
a little earlier

nawafil in the day?

if none,
why not plan one for tomorrow? 
don't be complacent)'
our environment is a great motivator

but the key is determination, 
faith and prayer.

the reward for intention
is a beautiful surety' if we fall short.

may Allaah
reward our ibaadah
with the success of

rwitnessing lailatul qadr. amin.

purify your intentions.
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irl 3 Arba’a wa ishurun

it’s all about the last ten, 
the fifth night approaches;

did you think you will be left alone 
without being tested?

the days 
will still l>c 
a struggle

kids will fall ill, 
money will still 
have to be hustled for, 
markets will still sell, 
thieves may still steal, 
another will let loose his tongue 
or his ‘finger tips’

and you may begin to wonder, 
but it’s the ten.
arc they not aware? 
in tune?

you are! 
the test is for you, 
be ready!

the gratitude is from you
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keep yourself in check 
ease your mind 
the ten changes one's decree 
and time is speeding by;

sahr, sakinah, 
and do not relent

be the muslim, 
be the mumin!

triumph over the loss, 
the pain, the irritation 
and the confusion;

be the one that 
makes the difference

be the muslim, 
be the mumin!

it’s the last ten; 
no fancy words!

may Allaah make us 
witnesses of its majesty!

O 2. fAllahu Akbar!!!
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Hamsa wa ishurn 1 8

gratitude,
that we’ve been granted 
the opportunity to witness 
this ramadhan.

its last days, 
grateful for another opportunity.

thankful.

be thankful that you rise, 
that you make dua,
that you recite the <|uran,
that your tears fall, 
that you arc shaken, 
as you plea to your Rabb, 
be thankful.

turmoil;
did i do it right? 
did i fall asleep in 
the middle 
of a recitation? 
should i make that dua? 
now?

i'm up,
do i have the right to ask?

i'm up.
how or what should 1 ask?

i don’t know any 
long surahs or duas;

turmoil!

it is by Allah’s decree
that we are here
in gratitude

let's be hopeful, and 
have good thoughts 
of our I-ord, 
always!

perform the best 
we can of our ibaadah; 
study, and learn to perfect 
our ibaadah, until our good 
is better, and our better best, insha Allah.

may Allah purify our intentions,
{ Y*and perfect our ibaadah. amin.
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a r!21 Sitta wa ishurun

each day has to be better, 
than the last: each night, 
i learn a new way to stay focused, 
to not relent, and each day, 
i try to up my ibaadah, 
to clear my thoughts, 
and be- better

but, ya Allah, i am adam 
and despite the admonition, 
the knowledge, the preparation 
i fall, in ibaadah, in khushoo, 
in qiraat, in akhlaaq
i fall so far and hard, and 
sometimes i wonder

o muslim!

what manner of
servant arc you?

and then i cry to you, o Ix>rd, 
for you, o Lore!,
to be with you, o Lord,
icry

know, ikhwaan, 
that when you fall.
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and are at a loss 
of how to return, 
it is back to the One 
you fall short of that 
your cries will be heard

and insha Allah,
His mercies will envelope 
you once again.

ya Allah, do not deprive us 
of Your mercies in our strivings, 
perfect our ibaadah, ya Rabb.

. °S O a r Allahu Akbar!!!
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Saba’a wa ishurun 126
it’s all about the last ten! 
almost all gone! 
the entire month!

some people count the days,
and rejoice, and
some rejoice tor you,
it is almost over

the month of abstaining 
is coming to a close;
some mourn at the loss, 
and worry about their deeds.

how did time fly?
where did it go?
you, live in the moment

it’s the last ten
no time for regrets, 
rejoicing or complacency; 
at the end is the best time

for a fresh burst of energy, 
our whole month is blessed, 
every single last night is powerful!

which of the favors 
of your Lord 
will you 
deny?

on your marks
it’s a start to the finish, 
the race is not over.

ya Allah, 
may we triumph 
in this blessed month 
of Yours all through! amin.

and may Your rahma
and barakah be

. f with us, always, amin.
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.W.V29 Thanianiya wa ishurun

it's all about the last ten 
almost gone!
the opportunity
to make <iua at every turn;

the dua of the fasting one, 
the ibaadah of the fasting one, 
and the bliss felt deep within.

the joys of the reward 
of breaking the fast 
of the fasting one:

the charity, compassion 
admonition, the care 
for each other, the very 
spirit of islam.

tomorrow, or next 
almost gone, 
almost all gone.

take stock,
what did you miss? 
what have you left out?
what haven't you asked for?

finish well!
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finish strong, ya ikhwaan!

take your ‘ifs’ and ‘maybes’ 
by the horns these last few hours

what if these were our last?

run, ya ikhwaan, 
run!

a great 
powerful run 
bi’ithnillah!

a blessed run
in sha Allah, 
hasbinullahi wa nimal wakeel.

. °S O a r Allahu Akbar!!!
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Tis’a wa ishurun 134

it’s all about the last ten!

late!
ironically
the last odd night 
anti maybe the last day, 
the last hour, the last minute, 
the last second, the last breath.

late!
if it just occurred to you
that ramadhan is not just abstaining, 
not just charity, not just starving, 
not just thirsting, not just sharing, 
not just a peaceful grand time, 
not just being!

late!
if you haven't made 
ample use of this time 
for dua, tilawah, dhikr, shukr, 
and bettering all of your relationships, 
don’t be too late, 
work on!

like this message, you arc here now. 
turn late to loads
of barakah, tilawah.

dhikr, charity, and most importantly, 
learning that ramadhan is a training 
ground that can only make you better.

better late than, never.

it may be the last,
but, by Allah, 
may it the best of them all, 
our crowning glory, amin.

o Allah, 
grant us a most beneficial

O a tand merciful end. amin.
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Lailatul Tis’asharun

it’s all about the last day!

sad. but re-energised.
sad. but learnt so much 
felt so much 
realised so much 
revitalized, readv, 
in sha Allah!

sad!

another opportunity gone, 
my nafs has its companions back, 
my carefully planned days, 
conscious hours, almost a blur, 
with shopping and
planning for merriment

renewed though 
resolved, reawakened 
to the potential in me. 
the potential of this ummah, 
blessed by the gift of life and islam; 
reminded, rejuvenated, 
determined, and hopeful

walk with me 
reminisce today;

what will you miss the most 
from this ramadhan experience?
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conscious!}’ take note, 
and plan to always 

rretn ember
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Hadith 142 oar
The Women

Narrated Ibnjuraij.

He said:
’Ata' told me that he hail heard Jabir bin 'Abdullah saying, "The 
Prophet stood up to offer the prayer of the 'Id ul Fitr. He first 
offered the prayer and then delivered the Khutba. After finishing 
it he got down (from the pulpit) and went towards the women 
and advised them while he was leaning on Bilal's hand. Bilal was 
spreading out his garment where the women were putting their 
alms.

"1 asked 'Ata' whether it was the Zakat of 'Id ul Fitr. He said, 
"No. it was just alms given at that time. Some lady put her finger 
ring and the others would do the same."

I said, (to 'Ata'), "l)o you think that it is incumbent upon the 
Imam to give advice to the women (on 'Id day)?" He said, "No 
doubt, it is incumbent upon the Imams to do so and why should 
they not do so?"

Al Hasan bin Muslim told me that Ibn Abbas had said, "I join the 
Prophet, Abu Bakr, Umar and 'Uthman in the 'Id ul Fitr prayers. 
They used to offer the prayer before the Khutba and then they 
used to deliver the Khutba afterwards. ( )ncc the Prophet I came 
out (for the 'Id prayer) as if I were just observing him waving to

the people to sit down. He, then accompanied by Bilal, came 
crossing the rows till he reached the women.

He recited the following verse: 'O Prophet! When the believing 
women come to you to take the oath of fealty to you ... (to the 
end of the verse) (60.12).'

After finishing the recitation he said, "O ladies! Arc you fulfilling 
your covenant?" None except one woman said, "Yes." Hasan did 
not know who was that woman. The Prophet said, "Then give 
alms." Bilal spread his garment and said, "Keep on giving alms. 
Let my father and mother sacrifice their lives for you (ladies)." So 
the ladies kept on putting their Fatkhs (big rings) and other kinds 
of rings in Bilal's garment." Abdur-Razaq said, " 'Fatkhs' is a big 
ring which used to be worn in the (Pre-lslamic) period of 
ignorance.

Complied by Al-Bukhari, Book 15,095.



AV. ‘soar! 43 This is Our Eid

speechless.

i lack the words 
to fully explain 
the myriad 
of feelings 
and thoughts 
during the pause:

discovery, anticipation, 
gratitude, awe, acceptance 
beauty, warmth, fear, loss, 
learning, craving, release;

speechless, 
that's how i feel 
during this pause:

amidst the influx of advice, 
duas, tearful final words, 
and greetings, that fills 
the air this day, and the 
coming days;
permit me in, 
with a few of mine:

first, yes, 
don’t let it all go to waste;
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rise for tahajjud tonight, just that, 
and take it from there, 

something to remember 
your beloved by tonight, and 
hopefully, subsequent nights.

beware,
of your environment;

keep the shaitan 
and shaiyateen away, 
hangouts, habits and friends.

finally, dua,
never goes out of season.

do this for yourself, 
each day, consciously 

take the lesson insha Allah, 
walahi, you’ll be grateful you did. 
remember, consciously.
eid mubarak! ya ikhwaan!

continues...
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Shawwal and every day after

finding me:

blessed, each day, 
my heart finds meaning 
in its enterprise.

each day, it finds meaning 
in the breaths, as they go 
in and out, nonstop.

each day, 
my heart finds meaning 
in truly acknowledging 
that existence is a gift, 
a privilege to be grateful for.

each day, 
my heart finds meaning.

when you realize
that your day is granted 
to you on the premise that 
you arc able to bring about change, 
and that the ultimate goal 
in this life is living your purpose, 
nothing more, nothing less.

8

that one needs to find purpose, 
discover their talent.
a true potential;
in effect, that
providing for yourself first 
is one’s purpose.

you see. 
this blessed,

gifted enterprise
of life’s purpose consists 
of self-care, and then, living it. 
that’s man’s sole purpose 
in this life.

let me make it easy for you. 
your purpose in this world, 
the only one, is to serve; 
to serve Him.
if you haven’t discovered that 
you will know no peace, 
in your heart.

now, there's this erroneous belief As

you will flounder, in nothingness, 
in suppositions and hopelessness, 
in glimpses of fleeting happiness, 
you will come up short each time, 
ansi exit this gift of breaths, having 
wasted your self in this life, and 
deprived jour self of eternal bliss.

j*but, for the truly fortunate gifted lives
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that know, accept and then embrace 
the fact that soul-care is self-care 
the elixir of life itself, 
that is the purpose, your purpose, 
our purpose, the only purpose, and 
from it, all branches of meaning;

of yourself, of your potential, 
were humanity truly emanates, 
then, and only then, can you 
truly find yourself, be yourself, 
be content, be blessed, bring on 
change, be change, live, and 

t ^die your purpose, and live forever.



1



2



Ps: Ya Allah, I truly thank you for the one effortless skill in 
my existence, the written word. May I always use it to seek 

nearness and pleasure to You. Amin.
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